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for change, impatient of examination, and
generous above all things, was also largely
endowed with intelligence. " I have many
faculties for happiness," said Corinne, Ger-
maine Necker was too eager both for happi*
ness and knowledge, and too insatiable, She
stopped at no obstacles amid her outbursts
of affection, either within herself or without.
She took no account either of the hindrances
offered by the outside world, or of contradic-
tory sentiments, or of any of the misfortunes
of life which wear and tear the passions to
tatters. Indeed all her sentiments turned to
passions, and all her passions to storms. "Her
devouring imagination/* which grasped at every-
thing around her, first seized upon herself; it
was the lever by which she moved souls; it
held complete sway over her own soul, which
never knew tranquillity. Later she said, " My
imagination is like the tower of Ugolin/'

Nevertheless she had at bottom a good
sense and a moral soundness which sustained
her in time of tempest. If she could not at
all understand that others felt differently from
herself, her own sentiments were at least sin-
cere. This sincerity was the measure which she
applied to herself most scrupulously. When
the vertigo of emotion was past, she resumed
her equilibrium and judged herself, Her ex-.r.h, ur,
